
CLAYTON PARKS AND RECREATION COMISSION MEETING 

Monday, July 11, 2011 

The Center of Clayton – Multipurpose Room C 

 

The following members were present:    Excused/Absent: 

Ira Berkowitz  Michelle Harris    Marguerite Garrick Brad Bernstein 

Mimi Deem  Andrea Maddox-Dallas   Jessie Hoagland  Omri Praiss 

Rosemary Hardy Eric Schneider     

 

Also present: 

Eric Gruenenfelder 

Elizabeth Hickox 

Tim Hohenstein 

 

Meeting Begins:  7:10pm 

 

Approval of Minutes:  Due to the lack of quorum the approval of last months’ meeting minutes were 

tabled until the next meeting. 

 

Shaw Park Ice Rink Report:  Ms. Hickox and Mr. Hohenstein presented the FY11 report.  The 

Commission was informed that all of the numbers are based on the ice rink closing two weeks early due 

to warm weather conditions.  It was explained that maintenance expenditures, previously included in 

the capital budget, were included in the operating budget.  It was mentioned that the upcoming season 

will be the 50
th

 anniversary of the ice rink.  Commissioners suggested ways to improve the ice rink for 

the 2011-2012 season.    

 

Platform Tennis:  The decision was made to table a discussion on Platform Tennis. 

 

Director’s Report 

Shaw Park Aquatics Center:   Mr. Gruenenfelder updated the Commission on the outstanding year that 

the Shaw Park Aquatic Center is having up to this point.  So far there have been 1,532 season passes 

sold.  There have been many successful events including the World Largest Swim Lesson and the Green 

Power Plunge. 

 

Shaw Park Tennis Center:  Mr. Gruenenfelder informed the Commission that programming is currently 

slow.  There is not a definite answer to the trend of slow registration but the staff is working hard with 

the United States Tennis Association to increase programming. 

 

Hanley House:  Mr. Gruenenfelder relayed to the Commission that the Herb Tour is the next event at 

the Hanley House.   It was explained that the new Hanley Park Pavilion has been approved by the 

Architectural Review Board and will go out to bid at the end of the month. 

 

The Center:  Mr. Gruenenfelder told the Commission that basketball Courts #1 and #2 are quickly being 

repaired.  It was mentioned that The Center will be closed to finish the wood courts starting Friday, July 

15 at 12:00pm and will reopen Sunday, July 17 at 7:00am.  Both gyms are scheduled to open on July 25. 



 

Shaw Park:  Mr. Gruenenfelder informed the Commission that the Parks staff is working on keeping 

everything watered due to the excessive heat.  The Parks staff is also providing support for the City’s 

events. 

 

Events:  Mr. Gruenenfelder updated the Commission that July is now National Parks Month in Clayton.  

The Parks and Recreation department is participating in NRPA’s 5 in July program.  This Sunday’s event is 

free admission to The Center of Clayton.  At the end of the month there will be a photo scavenger hunt. 

 

Dog Parks Survey:  Mr. Gruenenfelder explained to the Commission that the edits to the survey have 

been sent to the consultant.  Ms. DeForrest will review the updated survey and the 2
nd

 draft from the 

consulting firm.  It is anticipated that Ms. DeForrest will review the updated draft of the survey in the 

next couple of weeks.   

 

Projects:   Mr. Gruenenfelder informed the Commission that there are three FY11 projects that are not 

complete at this time:  the parking lot at Oak Knoll Park, the monument sign for Shaw Park and the new 

interpretative signage for various sites.   The following projects are scheduled to be completed in FY 12 

and FY13:  walking trail in Shaw Park, new tennis courts, renovations of Fields #3 and #4 in Shaw Park, 

painting the dive tank at the Shaw Park Aquatic Center, replacement of the back porch at Hanley House, 

tuckpointing at Hanley House and the replacement of the windows at Hanley House.  Ms. Harris 

informed the Commission that a selection committee is currently deciding on a new art piece for Shaw 

Park between the ice rink and swimming pool. 

 

New Business/Old Business 

Ms. Deem addressed the Commission saying the trend of starting meetings late needs to be addressed.  

It was discussed that a response regarding meeting attendance needs to be communicated to Ms. 

Ucinski in a timely matter. 

 

Ms. Harris addressed the Commission saying that there is an effort to repopulate the City’s boards and 

commissions.  A discussion was held about adding another member to Parks and Recreation Commission 

who is a non-Clayton resident and part of the corporate community.  This would add a new point of view 

to the Commission.   

 

Mr. Gruenenfelder stated that he would provide the percentage of corporate daily admissions and pass 

holders for both the Shaw Park Aquatic Center and Tennis Center at next month’s meeting. 

 

Meeting Adjourned:  8:15pm 

 


